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public opinion became greatly stirred by the news of the treat-
ment of Indians in South Africa, and of their struggle under the
leadership of Mr. Gandhi. The All-India Muslim League held a
conference in Lucknow and suggested means of bringing about
a friendly feeling between the Hindus and Muslims. In June,
Lord Crewe proposed to take steps to consolidate the enact-
ments relating to the Government of India, the main object
of which was to rid the Statute Book of confusion and obsolete
phraseology in reference to India.
The Government of India discovered the existence of widespread
conspiracies which aimed at the overthrow of British power in
India. A Bill to amend the law relating to conspiracy was
passed into law by the Imperial Legislative Council.
1914-A deputation to England from the Indian National Con-
gress left Bombay in April and was received informally by Lord
Crewe. In the House of Lords, Lord Crewe introduced the Council
of India Bill in order to provide for the representation of Indians
on the Secretary of State's Council. Lord Curzon moved the
rejection of the Bill and received messages from the European
Association of Calcutta protesting against the measure. The
Bill was rejected by the House of Lords by 96 votes to 38.
The War broke out in August.
On the 3rd of August the Viceroy assured the Imperial Govern-
ment that they could count on every man and every gun of the
Indian Army ; and two days later issued a Proclamation of War.
The Indian Princes made loyal offers of troops and other assist-
ance and the leaders of the Indian Congress addressed an appeal
to the people of India reminding them of their duty to stand by
the Imperial Government in the hour of crisis. On the 28th of
August the first battalion of Indian troops left India for the
war-zone. The National Congress at its annual gathering made
certain proposals for constitutional reforms.
1915-Defence of India Act was passed. Under the Indian
Councils Act of 1909 the Viceroy could create by Proclamation
an Executive Council in a Province of a Lieutenant-Governor,
on condition that the draft Proclamation be laid before each
House of Parliament. The House of Lords rejected the proposal
for instituting an Executive Council for the United Provinces
by 47 votes to 26. Indian public opinion was alarmed at this

